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the French Ambassador in Vienna came to fetch her.
Marie Antoinette, then a frightened child of fifteen, left
Austria on April 21. She was weighed down by her
mother's admonitions about the tremendous responsi-
bilities she would assume in Versailles, and she carried
away with her the Empress's famous Rdgl&ment d lire
torn les mots, in which Maria Theresa laid down the rules
for her future behaviour.

Politically, the Empress was satisfied. She was sure
that this marriage was the crowning act of the policy
she and Kaunitz had defended in seven sanguinary years
of war, and in decades of a troubled peace. Nothing,
so Marie Theresa was convinced, could now come between
the Bourbons and the Habsburgs. Together they would,
one day, dominate Europe. It never occurred to Maria
Theresa that the power of both the Habsburgs and the
Bourbons would diminish, that forces outside the control of
royal dynasties were gathering strength in Europe. Maria
Theresa would have thought any one mad who intimated
that perhaps the common people would end this alliance
between the two ruling houses by destroying the Bourbons.

Maria Theresa, who had always been a robust and
healthy woman in her sexual relationship with her
husband, could not possibly have imagined, further-
more, that she was sending her youngest daughter into
an unnatural marital relationship; that for seven years,
until her husband underwent an operation, Marie
Antoinette's marriage would not be consummated and
she would have no children.

Amalia's and Caroline's miserable marriages may
have made Maria Theresa vaguely anxious about the
future of her youngest daughter, but if the Empress
was troubled she did not show it* Marie Antoinette's
personal happiness or u#happines$ 4*4 not matter ta